
Upcoming Events 
Sunday Worship Times: 

8:00, 9:25 , and 11:00 AM  in 

the sanctuary 

Awakening at 10:30 AM in the 

Soul Garage 

 Dec. 1—Saturday, Children’s 
Christmas Program Rehearsal at 
Maranatha, 9AM-Noon. 

 Dec.  1—Saturday, Adult 
Christmas Choir Rehearsal in 
Ministry Center Tree Room at 
9:00 AM-11:00 AM. 

 Dec. 1 —Saturday, Deck the 
Halls, decorating the church for 
Christmas, 6:00-8:00 PM. 

 Dec. 8 —Saturday, Children’s 
Christmas Program Rehearsal at 
Maranatha, 3-5 PM 

 Dec.14—Friday, MOPS “Taking 
in the Wonder of the Season…”, 
9:00-11:00 AM in the 
Fellowship Hall  

 Dec. 15—Saturday, Children’s 
Dress Rehearsal for Program, 
9AM-Noon at Maranatha’s 
sanctuary & Fellowship Hall. 

 Dec. 16—Sunday, 8:00 AM 
Worship Service will be an 
inspirational Christmas message 
followed by 9:25 AM & l1:00 
AM services of the Children’s 
Christmas Program “The Secret 
of Snowflake County”  
Awakening Service will be at 
10:30 AM in the Soul Garage 

 Dec. 19—Wednesday, Young at 
Heart (Age 55+) Christmas 
Potluck in the Fellowship Hall 

 Dec. 23—Sunday, Pastor Dan 
will present a Christmas 
message at our morning 
worship services. 

 Dec. 24—Monday, Christmas 
Eve Service “Born for a Purpose” 
at 3:00 PM, 4:30 PM, and 6:00 
PM. Child care available. 

 Dec. 25—MERRY CHRISTMAS 

 Dec, 24-25, and Dec. 31- Jan. 1 
Church Office will be closed for 
the holidays. Maranatha pastors 
and staff would like to wish you 
all a blessed Christmas and 
holiday season.  
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Join us 

Sunday, December 16th  

 8:00 AM for an uplifting Christmas message from Pastor Tony 

9:25 AM and 11:00 AM Children’s Christmas Program  

“The Secret Of Snowflake County” in the sanctuary,  

Awakening at 10:30 AM in the Soul Garage 

Sunday, December 23rd 

A Christmas Message from Pastor Dan at  

8:00 AM, 9:25 AM and 11:00 AM Worship Services, 10:30 AM Awakening Service 
 

December 24th 

Christmas Eve Services 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Identical Services at  

3:00 PM              4:30 PM             6:00 PM  

in Maranatha’s Sanctuary 
Child care for children ages 0-36 months is available for all services 

Invite friends and family to join us! 

Everyone Welcome 



The Government on His Shoulders 
 “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end.  He will 
reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and 
forever.  The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.” (Isaiah 9:6-7, NIV)   

 There are several Hebrew words in the Old Testament for “government,” “dominion,” “rule,” and so on.  This one only appears 
twice and only in these two verses.  This child is the ultimate King.  He is the King of kings.  Other words speak of earthly kingdoms which 
are limited in space and time—or, in Genesis, of the rule of the greater and lesser lights ruling over day and night.  This is the government 
of God who rules eternally over everything, through all time and everywhere.   

 The King announced the nature of His government by reading from Isaiah 61:1-2.  “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has 
anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4:18-19, NIV) The Gospels record our Lord’s earthly ministry.  
The record confirms the truth of this prophecy and that it was fulfilled in Him.   

 The King’s words to us are daunting and brief.  He says, “Follow me.”  (Matthew 4:19 and many other places)  He is unlimited in 
every way in accomplishing His purposes.  Our limitations are great.  He can act anywhere at any time in the manner of His choosing.  Our 
actions are limited by location and time and ability.  Not a single follower can do it all.  But the King has chosen for each of us a unique path 
as we follow Him.   

 The King has led a family living in Anchorage, Alaska on a journey upon which few are called.  It illustrates our fifth and final pillar 
of liberty—protect and serve others.  The couple has two adult children, one male and one female, both of which now have children of 
their own. They have a third child, now 23, who has Asperger’s Syndrome.  She is a delightful young lady even though, with Asperger’s, she 
is socially challenged.  Her conversations are one-sided and she has difficulty picking up on social cues offered by others.    

 The husband and wife started taking on additional children as foster parents.  Some were medically fragile.  Some had social and 
psychological problems.  They took on the role of a therapeutic foster home.  Currently, they are caring for two additional 
girls who need constant care. Both girls are Native Americans from the Yupik people of western Alaska.  The older girl, age 
16, has fetal alcohol syndrome.  She has difficulty counting money and telling time.  She reads at about the second grade 
level.  She is adopted into the family.  The younger girl is about 9.  She is a Downs syndrome child with severe medical 
complications.  She was in a coma during  infancy and lived for months with a feeding tube and a tracheotomy.  She still 
must be carefully watched and cared for during the night because of sleep apnea problems, has a lung disease, and 
contracts pneumonia about twice a year.   

 We have been privileged to visit this family on many occasions and for many hours over the last several years.  The parents are 
very patient with their children, and very protective of them.  The love these children receive in this home is evident.  Their children are 
happy and warm, and parents and children are a pleasure to visit. When we are with this family, we see the mission of the King to bring 
good news to the poor and release for the oppressed fulfilled before our eyes.   

 The church the family attends is also active in ministry to the poor and oppressed. The church is in a mixed neighborhood of 
whites, blacks, Asians and Native Americans in Anchorage.  The community is depressed with low incomes, homelessness, dysfunctional 
families and addiction problems.  The church has found an avenue of ministry to the people of the community through providing meals 
with their services.  On my last visit I attended a men’s prayer breakfast.  It was a delight to hear the testimonies of men from the 
community as they spoke of the ways the Lord is touching their lives.    

 Protecting and serving others is the gospel (good news) of our King.  He incarnated this gospel while He walked among us.  He 
continues to incarnate it through His followers.  There is no freedom among those who remain enslaved by self-
interest.  “The man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this . . . will 
be blessed in what he does. . . . Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after 
orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.” (James 1:25, 27 NIV)  
“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. . . . You my brothers, were called to be free.  But do not use your 
freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather serve one another in love.  The entire law is summed up in a single 

command:  ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” (Galatians 5:1, 13-14 NIV)  Not many of us have the calling of this Alaskan family. We all are 
called to follow the example of our King.  “Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.  Your 
attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 2:4-5 NIV)     

By Lawrence D. Anderson 



Please include these people in your prayers: 

Don Frolik, Phyllis Buck, Stan Oftedahl, Darlene 
Strohmeyer, Ray Caldwell, Lois Clement, Don Murley, Pat 
Swanson, Gerry Ehmke, Marjie Peterson’s husband Lynn, 
Paul Green’s step-brother Tom, Bob Lindner’s sister Linda 
Schatz, Gladys Ellison, Esther Swan’s brother David,  Patti 
Aune’s sister Betty, Justin Wosepka’s dad Robin,  Kathy 
Johnson’s mother Irene Vaughn,   Fran Reich’s children, 
Lillian Bjugstad’s son Mark, Elfriede Harwart’s children, 
Eva Condon’s daughters, Connie Blix’s family, Larry 
Hawley’s sisters, Don & Bernadette Park’s son Bruce, 
Harold & Marilyn Edward’s son Steve, Vera Burhite’s 
brother Ralph, Jane Gudim’s mother Dorothy, Sandy 
Hodge’s sister Jo & friend Ann, McClain’s daughter-in-law 
Sandy,  Leah Margan’s niece Leanna, Dale & Marge 
Heinecke’s niece Wynn, Steve & Janet Johnson’s brother-
in-law Leigh Livermore, Yvonne Hansen’s cousin’s 
husband Carl, Carolyn Swanberg’s son Brent, Mary 
Graese’s sister Corinne, Jessica Peet’s boss Corey 
Christopherson & Carol Montgomery’s brother Ronnie. 

“But God has 
surely 
listened and 

heard my voice in 
prayer.  Praise be to 
God, who has not 
rejected my prayer 
or withheld His 
love from me!” 
Psalm  66:19-20 

Residents of Nursing Care: Thomas Landing: 
Ruth Fredrickson-Olson,  Knapphaven (Chetek):  
Lois Carlson; Rocky Knoll (Sheboygan): Gloria 
Ehren;  

Serving in the military:  Dave & Darlene 
Strohmeyer’s daughter Dawn, Steve Blihovde’s son 
Grant, and Keven Jensen’s nephew Jordan are 
serving in Afghanistan.  

Praises:  Successful surgeries and recoveries. 
Good turn-out for our MOPS meetings, with over 30 
mothers and 42 children attending.   Volunteers at 
Maranatha who help the 
programs succeed.  Dave & 
Darlene Strohmeyer were able 
to spend time with daughter 
Dawn as she was on leave over 
the Thanksgiving holidays.   

Congregational Care -  Prayer Concerns 

 

Volunteers Cindy McClain, Shirlee Lucken and grand-
daughter Kaylee Thompson, Patty Smith, Judy Gonske, 
Carol Lathrop, Dube Culver, and Rose Wegner kept the 
children busy with crafts, music, gift-making, lunch and a 
movie while their parents had a few hours of child-free 
shopping.  The kids definitely had fun—a real sweet time!   

Drop and Shop — A Creative and Fun way to Volunteer 



On Sunday, December 16th our Children’s Christmas Program  “The Secret of Snowflake County” will be presented in our 9:25 AM & 
11:00 AM services only.  Our 8:00 AM service will not include the Children’s Program this year.  Instead, we are pleased to have 
Pastor Tony give a Christmas message as part of a Christmas worship/Advent Service at 8:00 AM.  The Awakening Service will be at 
10:30 AM in the Soul Garage. 
 

Deck the Halls or Hanging of the Greens—Join us on Saturday, December 1st from 6:00-8:00 PM for decorating the church for 
the Christmas season.  All are welcome.  For further information contact pastor Anthony at 715-234-8313. 
 

Our church Is powered by prayer—Please join us Monday, December 3rd at 6:30 PM for Monday Night Prayer at Maranatha.  If you 
are unable to attend but have a special request, please contact the church office at 715-234-8313. 
 

MOPS will meet on Friday, December 14th at 9:00 AM at Maranatha.  All mother of preschoolers are invited to join us.  For further 
information please visit our website wws.maranathafree.com, click on “Ministries” and check the MOPS link.   
Children's Christmas Program “The Secret of Snowflake County”  
 

Young at Heart (Age 55+) will meet Wednesday, December 19th at noon in the fellowship hall for a potluck lunch. Please sign up at 
the bulletin board to the left inside the fellowship hall for what you can bring to share for lunch. For questions, Contact Lee 
& Shelby Wohlk at 715-458-2925. 
 

 “Born for a Purpose” Christmas Eve Services will be at 3:00 PM, 4:30 PM and 6:00 PM on Monday, December 24th in Maranatha 
Sanctuary. These are identical services with child care for each service for children 0-36 months .  Invite family and friends to 
celebrate the truth of Christ’s birth. 
 

Our church offices will be closed on December 24-25th, and December 31st and January 1st to celebrate the Christmas and New 
Year Holidays. Pastors and staff wish you all a blessed and safe Christmas and New Year.  
 
remember our Missionaries… Visit our website:  www.maranathafree.com and click on the link for MINISTRIES which will take you 
to where you can click on “missions.”  Monthly updated prayer requests will be posted there.   If you do not have access to 
the internet, please pick up a copy of the Missionary Prayer Sheet from the Connecting Point (desk) in the Welcome Center 
Lobby) each month as we update it. 
 
Service Times : Sunday services in the Sanctuary at 8:00 AM, 9:25 AM and 11:00 AM, Awakening Service times are 10:30 AM Sunday Mornings 
in the Soul Garage.  Children’s Sunday Hide and Seek is at the ministry Center from 9:25AM-10:25 AM.. Nursery is available for infants 
through 36 months in the main church for all services.  

3340 S. Main Street 

Rice Lake, WI  54868 

Phone:  715-234-8313 

mefc@chibardun.net 

Maranatha 
Evangelical  Free 
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We’re on the Web! 

www.maranathafree.com 
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